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PREFACE,

It was in the course of my study of Jatakaparijata
five years ago that I became aware of the existence of the
standard work on Astrology called Saravali, Vaidva-
natha Dikshita, the learned compiler of Jatakaparijata
expressly states that his astrological production is but an
epitome of this great work. For he says—&qa aw@ie
geIas FaE T |

In my attempts to make out the ambiguous portion of
certain slokas in Jatakaparijata, I had to refer to Brihat
Jataka and its commentary by Bhattotpala to decide upon
the right interpretation of the dubious passages. I found
that Bhattotpala who lived in the time of Emperor Jehangir
supported his explanations of the passages in Varahamihi-
ra’s work by largely quoting from Saravali, because its
authority on astrological points was undisputedly acknow-
ledged in his time. Balabhadra who lived as a Court
astrologer of Shah Shuja has embodied nearly one half of
Saravali, in bis work entitled Horaratna; for almost in
every page, he saysi—gwur = @egmat (the author of
Saravali). Mallinatha, the celebrated commentator men-
tions Kalyanavarman and Varahamihira giving quotations
from their works Saravali and Brihata Jataka to explain
certain astrological references in the Kavya Sisupalavadha
of Magha. These facts made me long for a copy of the
eminent work in order to improve my knowledge of Astro-
logy. I wrote to several well-known booksellers, but could
not get any copy of the work-Manuscript or printed-from
them. At last, it was my good fortune to get aloan of imper-
tect manuscripts of this work from the Government Orien-
tal Library, Mysore, from Mr. Pandit Krishniengar of the
Native College, Madura, from DMr. Narasimha Sastrial of
Kankanhalli (Bangalore District) and from the Palace
Library of His Highness the Maharaja of Mysore. And I
take this opportunity of expressing my deep indebtedness
to them all. From these four manuscripts I was able to
piece out nearly the whole work. For in the colophon of
the Kankanhalli manuscript, the last chapter is numbered



1 PREFACE,

the s6th. So the work must bein 56 chapters, But I
could collect from these manuscripts only 34 chapters.
The missing two chapters should be sought in some manu-
scripts vet to be found. From my perusal of the work, I
am able to say that they should relate to Nashta Jataka.

The author Kalvanavarman appears to have flourished
between the ages of Varahamihira and Bhattotpala. The
style of the work is chaste and flowing. The information
is certainly more copious and valuable than can be found
in any of the current astrological works.

To such of us as believe in the doctrine of metempsy-
chosis, astrology is irresistibly attractive. For, by its aid,
we can trace our condition in our past births. It reveals
to us the lorces that help or retard our progress hereafter
and enables us to estimate with some precision the amount
of exertion to be put forth to attain the summumbonum
of life.

Being but a learner in astrology, I am unable to treat
of the subject adequately. If the stray remarks that I
have made will create an interest in the work now present-
ed to the public and make it widely read, I would feel
amply rewarded for my trouble.

Chomars; , . :
parejondeapete } V. SUBRAHMANYA SASTRI.
15th Fvbruary 1907,
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