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FOREWORD.

feel highly honoured, npay, purified and
ennobled, by the request of Mahamaho-

== padhyaya Pandit Lakshmana Suri Avergal
to write a foreword to his valuable and excellent
work on Sri Sankaracharya entitled “Bhagavat-
pPadabhyudaya.” The hero cof the poem is the
master-mind of the world of men ; and the author of
the poem is the master-poet in Sanskrit today. It
would be presumptuous on my part to appraise the
value of such a poemn by such a poet on sucha
theme and on such a hero of the realm of spiritual
life which is within us and about us but is only
imperfectly known and would not be known at all
but for the largesse of light showered by him with
an abundant hand and a benignant heart.

‘We can never understand Sri Sankaracharya
aright unless we recognise and realise that heisa
universal genius as well as the summation and in-
carnation of the Indian spirit. He is a universal
genius because he is the ideal hero as a thinker.
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Before the clear and unflinching flame of his vision
all darkness of unreason lies. Veil after veil of Maya
is seen and shown and snatched away till at last
we are face to face with the Oversoul and realise
the oneness of the soul and the Oversoul. AsI
have observed elsewhere, ‘“His philosophy is that
dazzling integrated white light which includes and
combines the component and variegated and
lustrous colours of other systems of religious
thought. Being inclusive and comprehensive it

has no quarrel with any other religion or philo-
sophy.”

While such is the inclusive and universal cha-
racter of Sri Sankara’s thought, what is of even
greater interest and attractiveness in our eyesis
the fact that he is the summation and culmination
and incarnation of the genius of India. What is the
distinctiveness of the Indian spirit ? 1t is to use the
words of Rabindranath Tagore * the Realisation of
the Infinite.” This Realisation of the Infinite is
not a mere affirmation of the intellect but is a fact
of consciousness, an experience of the soul.

“That fair Beauty which no eye can see
And that sweet Music which no ear can measure”

has become an obsession with the Indian mind not
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because the mind of India is forgetful of the reali-
ties of life but because the vision of God revealed

in the Veda and entrusted to the safe custody of
the Indian genius has become an abiding pessession
of the Indian spirit. T&is@ed qf 287 fAAAQ. This
longing for the Supreme and Infinite Being and
Beauty and Bliss has never been a mere formula
or a mere creed or a mere longing. It has been
within us and about us. Tt breaks forth in our
poetry and song ; it invests Nature with a newer
meaning and a more radiant charm ; and it trans
figures the totality of human conduct; Swami
Vivekananda says: “That society is the greatest
where the highest truths become practical.” 1f the
Indian peasant is to a large extent philosophical
behind the plough, it is because Sri Sankaracharya
and bis forerunners and successors have scattered
the precious trutbs of the Veda all over the land,

Such being the universality and the thorough
Indianness of the genius of Sri Sankaracharya, we
can easily realisc how his life and his message are
of unique value and importance to India and to the
world at large. If humanity yearns to-day fora
pacific and co-operative, and at the same time re
fined and spiritual, civilisation, it can achieve such
a copsummation only with the aid of Sri Sankara.
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His method is not that of displacement but that of
fulfilment. His message never seeks to overturn
this faith or that institution, but dowers man with
a new temper, a new outlook, and a new vision. Tt
makes every one manly without ferocity, indepen-
dent withoat loss of love, and thoughtful without
sacrificing practicality. In India its value is even
greater. As I have observed elsewhere: “India is
today in the pangs of a new birth. In India we find
a blend of many races and many religions, of many
creeds and many cultures. India is the great labo-
ratory of the future co-operative civilisation of the
world. On the anvil of variety with the hammer
of Advaitic unity we must forge the new co-opera-
tive harmonious spiritual civilisation of the future.
The Advaita alone tolerates all levels of attainment
and links them all to the vivifying and illuminating
central unity. All other reconstructions are on the
basis of carnivorous or cannibalistic reconstruction
the reconstruction of destruction and assimilation.
In the Advaita alone we find the reconstruction of
combination into a higher unity, the re-integration
of all the colours of the spectrum into the white
light. In and through the Advaita and the Advaita
alone, India will discover and realise and attain the
wider and deeper and higher spiritual unity, from
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which and from which alone will come the reinte-
grated and perfect social and industrial and political
unity which will usher the dawn of a new era of
peace and plenty and prosperity in India and
through India’s inspiration all over the world. I
conceive such to be the mission of the Advaita in
India and the mission of India in the world’’

The poet has divided his poem into two parts—
one part dealing with Sri Sankaracharya’s life and
the other part dealing with his thought. 1 think
that this method has the great advantage of clarity
and condensation and that in this respect the poem
has an advantage over the older lives of the Great
Teacher. As the book now published deals only
with the life of Sri Sankara it will be out of
place for me to enter into the details of his thought
and so T refrain from going into the intricacies of
the doctrine of the Advaita.

It may be asked what need there is for a new
poem on Sri Sankara when the land abounds in
his biographies which, however, are largely diluted
by what Max Muller calls the dialogic process.
Rach age must make its own summation of the
past both as a measure of gratitude and as a means
of inspiration. The beauty and excellence of such
s work are its own justification. The present poem
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has such abiding beauty and such varied excellence
as surely form its secure basis of self-justification.
The verse has a clear and smooth and harmonious
flow and the poem has a depth of meaning com-
mensurate with the limpidity and lucidity of the
verse. 1 am sure that the public will appreciate
the poem and that the book will be read on the
Sankara Jayanti day year after year. I am sure
also that the author will give us soon the second
part of the poem and also other works summing
up the past and guiding the present and ushering
in the great future that is to be, because in the case
of a mind like his which is so full of the auspicious
music of the pure and perfect life and so dedicated
to the acquisition and dissemination of the elements
of uplift and salvation, every achievement will lead
to a greater achievement and everv auspicious act
is a herald of further auspicious acts to come.
To use his own words in this poew
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