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PUBLISHERS’ NOTE.

—AASC—

T afiords us great pleasure to publish this fine
and hitherto unattempted work in Sanskrit.
Till now the History of Sanskrit Literature

was known to Sanskrit Pandits only by name.
Hence we considered it a matter of pride to
undertake the publication of this work when it
was suggested to us by the learned authors.

A perusal of this excellent work would show
how very essential this is to our Pandit scholars
for a right understanding of the criticisms of
Western Sanskrit scholars on our Vedic Literature.
We are sure that Sanskrit scholars all over the
country will welcome the publication of this work.

We are unable to adequately express our
immense debt of gratitude to the authors for the
monumental work they have turned out. Being
the first attempt on the subject, the authors must
have had great difficulties to contend against.

We feel sure that the tlowing and lucid style
of this work and the priceless foreword will bear
greater testimony to the rare abilities of the
authors than all that we can express,

In conclusion, we hope that this will be the
first of the series of such works that will be
pubished by us one after another.

THE PUBLISHERS.



PREFACE.
—~A I

S soon as I returned from England after com-
A pleting an advanced course of Research
training at the University of Oxford, through
the generosity of the Government of India who
helped me substantially with a scholarship, T felt
a huge barrier just in front of me dividing me from
the indigenous orthodox Pandit-world and the high
ideals of scientific criticism [ had imbibed from the
West.  Being myself a scion of an illustrious
family of renowned Sanskrit scholars, 1 was much
agitated at the Pandits’ contempt for and disbelief
in scientific methods.  As Dr. Jha has put it <o well
in his valuable *Foreword’, the pandit was not to
bhe blamed at all. It was hisignorance of the
historic and comparative method that was really
the cause of his ‘narrow’ outlook and not his
‘innate’ incapacity. T therefore decided that 1
should do something to meet the Pandit on his own
ground. Rather than write an original treatise in
Sanskrit embodying the results of Occidental Scho-
larship, I thought that the presentation in Sanskrit
of standard works of merit of Western Scholars
would attract the attention of Pandits and induce
them to give their full attention, for a considered

repartee too, if need be, to such works,
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What should be the first work that is selected
for such a purpose wasnot a difficult problem at
all.  As far as the Vedic portion is concerned,
Professor Macdonell’s History of Sanskrit Litera-
ture holds a pre-eminent place amongst such works.
Personally, my humble Guru-Dakshiwa to my
revered Guru, Profescor Macdonell, gets puid. I
decided therefore to translate Chapters 1-1X of
Professor Macdonell’s History of Sanskrit Litera-
ture which deals in full with the Vedic portion.
I was fortunate in securing an excellent collohora-
tor in Pandit K. L. V. Sastry. The English
langnage has a peculir charm.  The Sanskrit
linguage is deep and vet past the stage of daily
development. To convey the <pivit of the former
into the latter without being grandiose or redundent
i indeed a difficult task.  But [ have no doubt my
Pandit friend and myself have achieved some
measure of suceess which has encouraged us to
place our humble efort before the Pandit-world
for its acceptance, assimilation and enrtchment
of the immortal heritage of this Holy land of ours.

Mr. Subrahmanya Vadhyar or Palghat is a
well-known publisher of important and rare Sans-
krit works and spares neither time nor money to
promote the spread of Sanskrit. When we casually
explained the purpose of our book, he came forward
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to undertake the publication and pressed us for the
manuscripts. All true lovers of Sanskrit, therefore,
owe him a deep debt of gratitude for such willing
and enthusiastic response in such a noble cause.

To Professor Macdonell who procured for me
permission from Messrs. Heinemann & Sons, London,
for translating the work and to Mahamahopadhyaya
Dr. Ganganath Jha who has blessed us with his
‘Foreword ' we tender our heartfelt thanks.

We venture to hope that this little work of
ours will set the Pandit-world athinking.  We
shall not rest satisfied that our work is done till we
get, tangible proofs in the form of  Khandana-
granthas from our crudite Pandit-Scholars.  For
then, we would know that the scientific and com-
parative method has already beeun to bear fruit
in our own »oil

TaNJoRE,
1552, ) P. 1. S SASTRI.



FOREWORD.

NI

l HAVE been asked to write a Foreword to ‘A
History of Vedic Literature’ by Messrs.

P. P.S. Sastri and K. L. V. Sastri. It is a
rendering into Sanskrit of the first nine chapters
of Macdonell's History of Sanskrit Literature.
There iz a growing body of voung Pandits trained
in our indigenous Patasalas who are eager to
acquaint themselves with the results of modern
methods of study and research. A book in Sanskrit,
therefore, on this subject has long been a desidera-
tum. There is vet another body of Pandits who
would beneiit by a book like this, It is no secret
that our Pandits, as a rule, do not acquiesce in the
conclusions arrived at by modein scholars; but
hitherto they have contented themselves by only
ignoring their conclusions as based upon sheer
ignorance. They have not been able to study the
why and wherefore of these conclusions; and the

inevitable result of this has been that whenever
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any one of them has attempted a criticism of these
conclusions he has made himself ludicrous.  With
the present book before him the Pandit will now
be able to judge of modern scholarship at its true
value and he will also know now how to meet the

conundrums propounded by the modern scholar.

A work of this kind could not have found
a better author than Messrs. Sastris Both are
steeped in the traditional learning and one of them
has had the full modern training at Oxford. It ix
fervently hoped that the book will be read by a
large number of our Pandits in all Patasalas spread

over the cou ntry.

GANGANATH JHA,

ALLAHABAD, ) Vice-Chanceller,
9-1126. Unmiversity of Allahabad,
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Vedic Literature.

Tenaissance.

Alexander.

(rreeks.

Arabs.

Abvraham Roger.

Duteh Language.

Volsaire.

Dugald Stewart.

Dublin.

Warren Hastings.

Persian Language.

An English man.

English Language.
h‘u'les Wilkins.

Sir William Jones.

Bengal.

Herder.

Goethe.

1744-94

Henry Thomas Colebrooke,

1705—1837.

Alexander Hamilton, 1765-

1524
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France.

The City of Paris.
Fredrick Schlegel.
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Comparative Method.
Historical Method.
Comparative Philology.
Franz Bopp.
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Classical Sanskrit.
F. Rosen.

East India House.

1-Rudolf Roth, 1821—90.
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Indo-Aryan.
Encyclopedia.

The City of Starshurg.
Editor.

Vienna.

Professor Buller.
Gottingen.

Professor Kielhorn.
Civilisation.
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Human Ivolution.
Adalbert Kuhn.
Max Muller.
Mythology.
Indo-European.
Scythians.
Mahammadans.
China.
River-Mouth.
Punic wars.
Homeric.

Attic.

Avestan language.
Iranian

The city of Bonn.
Professor Jacobi.

External and internal evi-
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Magasthenes.

Fa. Hian, 399 A. D.

Hiouen Thaung, 650—645.

I Thsing, 671—695.
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Corpus Inscriptionum Indi-
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Palieographical researches.
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Assyrian.
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Moabite sione.
Mesoporamia,
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Japanic.
Bodleian.

Paper.

Copr.
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Salic hymuns.
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A district.

Jows.
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Portugnese.
Bowmbay Presidency.
Italian.

Nasik.
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Stress accent.

Literary Langnage.

Inflexional lauguage.

Isoluting language.

Acglutinating language.

Pantheistic theory.

Telegraphic sentences.
ohr;

Algebra.

} Phonology.

Homeric literatuve.
Indo-Iranian.
Acute.

I'he Proto-Aryan language.
Saturnian.

Two iambics.
Dimeter.

Oxford.

H. H. Wilson.
Testament.

Talmud and Rubbis.
Bohtlink.
Monotony.
Anthology.
Jupiter.

Zues pater.
Polytheism.
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Professor Tiopkins.

Katheno-
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