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INTRODUCTION.
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The Vasantavildsa is a historical Mah4k4vya in 14 cantos, containing the
life of Vastupila, the well-known great minister of Viradhavala of Dholka, from
the time of his ministry up to his death, and was composed for the delectation of
Jaitrasinha, son of Vastupila,! The Kirtikaumudi and the Sukritasankirtana
were composed about Samvat 1286, in the life-time of the minister, while the
present work was composed after his death. As the author was a contemporary
of the minister, this poem possesses all the authent1c1ty of a contempcrary
work,

The author and his times. Tfe author of the Vasantavildsa is Béla-

chandra Stri, pupil of Haribhadra Sri of the Chandragaccha, In the first
canto, the poet has given the account of his early life. In the town of
Modheraka (in Kadi Districtin H. H. the Gaekwad’s territories ), there
was a famous Brihmana, named Diarddeva. He gave protection to the dis-
tressed from all sides and was acquainted with the doctrines of Jainism. The’
mendicants coming to his house always returned with hands full of money
given by him, He had a wife named Vidyut. They had a son named Muiijila,
who, though living in his father’s house, looked on the world as an illusion.
Having got from Haribhadra SQiri religious enlightenment, he took the vow of
the Jaina mendicant with the permission of his parents. Thinking that he
will be gradually full-orbed with all phases of knowledge, Haribhadra Sri made
him his pupil with the name of Bélachandra, and at the time of his approach-
ing death, put him in his place. PadmAditya, whose feet were emblazoned by
the light of the rubies of the crown of the Chaulukya king, and who was the
real hereditary abode of learning, was his tutor, while Udaya Stri of the
Gatéha of VAdi Devas@iri gave him the SArasvata charm. The Goddess of
Learning once appeared to him in his Yoganidrd (contemplation-sleep) and
told him that she was pleased with his meditation and devotion to her from
infacy, and the he was her legitimate child like K4lid4sa and other mighty poets
of yore. The Prabandhachintdmani says that Vastupila, pleased with the

poem composed in his pralse by Bélachandra spent one thousand drammas for
getting him installed as an Acharyﬁ
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Other works of the author. Besides the present work, BAlachandra
composed Karupdvajriyudha, & drama in five acts, and commentaries on
Asada’s Vivekamafjari and Upadesakandall. The drama was compbsed at
the time of Vastupdla’s pilgrimage to Satrufijaya and was first acted there in
the temple of Adindtha atythe command of Vastupala.l It is thus clear that
the author had already begun his literary career in the time of Vastupla.

The date of compasition of the work. The author has not specified
‘the date of its compsition and it is thus npt possible to say in what particular
year the present work was composed. The upper limit is, however, fixed by
the mention of Vastupala’s death, which occurred in Samvat 1296. As the
work is composed for the delectation Vastupéla’s son, we ~an easily put the
date about the end of the thirteenth and the beginning of the fourteenth
century of Vikrama.?

The summary of the poem. The first canto is introductory. After
dilating on the nectar of poetry and other allied matter, the poet gives his
personal history and describes hor- the Goddess of Learning, pleased with his
devotion towards her, appeared once fo him in his contemplation-sleep and
told him that he was her legitimate son. We are then informed what qualities
Vastupéla possessed so as to deserve to be made the hero of the present poem.

In the second canto the poet describes Anahillapura Pattana, its big
goldknobbed temples, its palace-like buildings, its fort, its ditch and the Durla-
bharija tank.3 ‘

In the ¢kird canto the poet describes the kings of Gujarat from Mlar4ja
to Bhimadeva II'and how Viradhavala and his forefathers protected the king-
dom of Gujarat from being partitioned by feudatories. The appearance of t!
guardian deity of his kingdom to Viradhavala in a dream and the appointment
of the two brothers Vastupéla and Tejahp4la as ministers are then described.*

The fourtk canto is taken up with the praise of the abilities of the two
ministers and the appointment of Vastup4la as the Governor of Cambay.5

The fif¢k canto narrates the fight of Vastupéla with Sankha of Bliigu-
katéha and the defeat of Sankha.®

(1) @ A=A qftedw siwfent sfi—
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(2) Bee Notes pp. 2-8.  (8) ¢f. Kirtikaumudi canto I. (4) cf. Kirtiksumudi
cantos IT-I1I and Sukritsankirtana cantosI-II-II1, (5) ¢f. Kirtikaumudi canto IV. (6) cf.
Ibid canto V.
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 'The sixth, the seventh, and the esghth cantos contain the conventional
poetical descriptions of the seasons, sports and pleasures, and the rise of the
moon and the sun.l!

In the nsntk canto & dream of Vastupila is described at length. A
one-legged*god (Dharma) appeared to him in the dVeam and told him that he
was four-legged in the Krita ruga, three-legged in the Tretd, two-legged in
the DvApara and one-legged 1n the present Kali age. Milardja and Siddharija,
promoted his spread by pilgrimages’ to Somesvara, and S:ddharja made over
12 villages to Satrufijaya and his mother Mayagalladevi got abolished the tax
on pilgrims to Somesvara collected at Bihuloda. Kumirapila also made
pilgrimages to Mts. Girnar and Satrusijaya and got repaired the old temples
of Kedéra and Someévara, built by Mdlardja at Magpaalipattana, and also
erected many new ones. The god also lamented that now the state of affairs was
otherwise and bade him therefore to endeavour for the promotion of religion,
and thus remove his anxiety. The minister then awoke with the sounds of the
morning drums and the euiogies of the bard®.?

Cantos fen to thirteen contain ‘a description of Vastunala’s pilgri-
mage. Acting upon the advice of his spiritual preceptor, the minister then
resolved upon a piligrimage to Mts. Satrufijaya and Girnar. Viradhavala also
exhorted him in this pious work and told him to do anything that he may
think fit for the expansion of hiskingdom3. Accordingly, entrusting the
burden of the State to Tejahp4la, Vastupila set out on the pilgrimage. Four
feudato1y chiefs accompanied him and the Sanghapatis from LAta, Gauda,
Maru, Kac’éha, Déhala, Avanti and Vanga gathered together and joined him.
They were all honoured by him with various presents. - He provided all neces-
sities and comforts to the pilgrims. He visited the temples, coming on the way,
and got repaired the old ones, In Valabhipura (the modern Vald) the Sangha-
pati made a halt, From here, the Mt. Satrufijaya was pointed out to him by
Vijayasena Stri. Here he observed a religious festival and gave a dinner to the
pilgrims. His wife Lalitddevi offered alms to the Yatis with much devotion.
The Sangha then reached PAdaliptapura (the modern Palitana). Here he
worshipped in the temple of Pdrévanitha. The pilgrims then began to ascend
the hill. After worshiping Kapardi Yaksha, the minister entered the Temple

(1) Kirtikaumudi canto VII and Sukritasankirana canto VI.

(2) This dream is our poet’s new fancy, as it is to be found neither in the
Kirtikaumudi nor in the Sukritasankirtana.

(3) ofs 37 ¥ fafen fropd TR R 7 |
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Vasantavilasa canto X-18
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of Adianatha, whom he offerred worship in eight different ways. A great
flag made of China cloth was hoisted on the temple.

A dancing spectacle was performed before the image of Admﬁtha ,
From Satrufijaya, the Sangha turned towards Prabh4sa Pattana. There
Vastupéla worshipped Sdfneévara, bathed in the Prtyamela Tirtha and gave
gold and jewels equal to his weight (T'ulfpurusha) to the Brihmanas. Here
he also worshipped Chandraprabha, the eighth Tirthankara. 7The Sangha
‘then marched to Mt.Girnar, At the foot of the mountain,Vastup4la saw the town
of Tejahpélapura and the tank named ‘Kumérasarah’, founded and sunk by
Tejahpéla, and worshipped Adinatha. The Sangha then ascended the mountain
and worshipped Nemindtha and also visited the Ambika, Alokana, and §4mba
peaks. From there, the Sangha returned to Dholka, where the king Viradha-
vala came out with his army to receive it. Viradhavala embraced Vastupéla
and asked him about his pilgrimage and health., The Sangha entered the city
on an auspicious day in a royal way, Vastupila gave a dinner to the pilgrims
and honored them, as well as Ws friends, Brihmanas, the Yatis and his
religious preceptors with presents of ,lothes.?

In the fourieenth canto the poet tells us that the number of religious
places (Dharmasthdna), temples, resting houses for Yatis, dwelling places for
the Brihmanas and tanks, erected and sunk by Vastupila in each city, town
village and mountain is such as baffles the attempt to count it. Once, the
Old Age, the messenger of Dharma, told him that hearing his fame being
sung in heaven, Sadgati (Felicity), the daughter of Dharma, was longing
for him and that her parents had decided to marry her to him. Absorbed
in her thoughts, Vastupdla was attacked with fever, and resolved to go to
Mt. Satrufijaya to marry her. This resolve of Vastupila was brought to
the notice of Dharma by his servant Ayurbandha (Limit of life). Dharma
was pleased with the errand and fixing the moment etc. for marriage, sent hir
messenget, good knowledge (Sadbodha). He told him that Dharma called
him on Mt. Satrufijaya for marriage in the morning of Monday, the 5th day
of Mégha, in Samvat 1296. Vastupdla called his son Jaitrasinha, his wife
Lalitddevi and his brother Tejahpdla and gave them instructions and advice
for their guidance, After seeing the king, he set forth for Mt. éatruﬁ]aya.
He ascended the hill, and on the day of the mamage the temple of Adinatha
was profusely decorated. Dharma gave his' daughter to Vastupila before
Admﬁtha, and then took him to heaven, where he was received with exultation
by the Lord of Heaven.?

(1) ¢f. Kirtikaumudi canto IX and Sukritasankirtana cantos VII-VIII-IX-X,

(2) For the religious works of Vastupils, cf. Bukritasankirtana, canto XI. The
latter portion is to be found neither in the Kirtikaumudf nor in the Sukritasankirtans, as
they were composed in Vastupila’s lifetime.
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The materials about the history of Gujarat—The following historical *
information about the history of Gujarat can be gathered from the present
work. A warrior with a sword in his hand unsheathed sprang up from the
Sandhya libation of water offered by Brahm4. He was called Chaulukya and be
ruled the carth by destroying demons. In his race there ruled Malarija, whom
the god Somesvara, pleased with his pilgrimage on every Monday, helped in bat-
tles. ChAmupdaréja, who cut off the heads of his enemies with his fierce sword,
succeeded him. His son Vallabhar4ja was well-known as Jagajzampana. Bhima's
victory over Bhoja is simply referred to. Jayasinhadeva subjected the king o
Dh4r4, and brought him to his capital in a wooden cage. He also conquered
Ujjain and brought therefrom the seat of the Yoginis and reduced to subjection
the demon Barbara. A grant of twelve villages was made by him for the temple
of Mt. Satrufijaya.! KumAirapila got repaired the temples of Ked4dra and
Somesvara. He erected many temples and gave up the practice of confiscating
the property of those who died heirless. He conquered Balldla and the kings
of Jingala and Konkapa. His successor wgs Ajaya (Ajayapila) to whom the
Jangala king brought presents. King Malaraja II, though an infant, humbled
the Mlechchha king. After him Bhimdeva II ascended the throne of Gujarat.
He was very charitable, profligant and weak.

Bhima IT being unable to control his kingdom on account of his weakness,
his Mandalikas (feudatories) began to rule over the country. Arnorija, son of
Dhavala of the Chaulukya race, sticking ta the king’s side annihilated them
and protected the kingdom. His son was LA4vanyaprasida who delighted in
battles and before him kings of the north, east, and south trembled. His son
Viradhavala uprooted the principalities and bore the brunt of the kingdom
with his father LAvanyaprasida. He was thinking of appointing an able
minister to take care of his kingdom. The Goddess presiding over his king-
dom (Ré4jyalakshmi) once appeared to him in a dream and told him that
there was one Chandapa of fiery splendour in the Prigvita race. His son was
Chanqaprasida of wide-spread fame. His son Soma accepted no god but Jina
and no master but Siddhardja. He had, through his wife Sitd, a son named
Asvarija, whose wisdom was praised by the Gurjara king. Taking hlS mother
in a palanquin, he made seven pilgrimages to Mts. Girnar and Satruﬁ]aya
He sank tanks and wells, established places for distributing water and erected
temples. He married KumAradevi, who bore him Malladeva, Vastupéla, and
Tejahpala. The Goddess asked him to make the last two his ministers.

Viradhavala sent his chief officers to call these two brothers. They
presented themselves before the king and paid him their respects with presents.

(1) ¢f. also FwY wgeftih gt Ay Redfhg: |
TR FRE SR
#.  Jinaharsha’s Vastuplcharitra I—84.
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The king was much pleased with their charming addtess, modesty, and mode
of speaking, and offered them his ministership. Vastupéla thereupon told him
plainly that the kings were greedy of wealth and the officers followed their
whims. He was prepared to accept the ministry, if the king followed the
path of justice, gave up greediness, removed -backbiters and adopted

an attitude of calmness.” The two brothers were then invested by the king
with the golden seal of the ministry.

This appointment led to the rise of the kingdom of Viradhavala.
Viradhavala had taken by force the porf of Cambay, which was under the
kings of Latadeda. It was a highly flourishing and a principal port of
Gujarat and a place of great power and importance. Vastupila was sent as
its governor by Viradhavala. His entry in the city was hailed with joy by the
residents and traders of Cambay. Under his rule the port, which was mis-
managed by the perszcution of evil-minded officers, regained its lost splendour.
He honoured all the religions with clothes and food, so that everyone thought
that the minister belonged to his own religion. Being fond of poetical past-
times, he offered so much to tHe poets that the long-accumlated fame of
Munja and Bhoja faded before his. “Wkile Viradhavala was engaged with
the kings of Marwad, who were fighting with the king Lfnasika, Sankha,
the lord of Broach, marched with a large army to recover the lost port of
Cambay which originally belonged to Broach. Sankha sent an embassy to
Vastupila, with the following message. —‘‘Viradhavala. though powerful, is
at present attacked hy many kings of Marwar and his victory is nowhere to be
seen. It is very rare that the ChAhaméina king comes here. Rule by
making him to enter Cambay. Viradhavala had glven you orders with a smile
for the protection of the city, but the apprecxatlve Sankha will give you a
country. Wavering in mind, if you do not make Sankha your lord, he will
appoint another governor, when he has conquered Cambay. It is well known
that twelve feudatory chiefs bound with a golden chain at his left foot are
weeping, rolling on ground. While attacked on one side by the sons of
Arnorija making the king of Malwa interfere, and while on the other side t..
army of the Yadava king (Sinhana) came out like Kélakita poison from the
battle-ocean churned by the powerful Sribhata alone, the dreadful Sankha
repulsed the army of the Y4dava king. Think in your heart, who will stand -
before Sankha, at the blow of whose sword even the thunderbolt breaks. Fly,
therefore, before you come in his eye, as no one will be ashamed by the flight
of a Bania. You must be firm now, as Sankha comes transgressing the
boundaries like the ocean.”” Vastupéla, whose forehead became dreadful on
account of his frowns, replied with a smile:—*‘I am ready to meet Sankha in
the same way in which he wants to see me. If he is come when kings of
Marwar have made appearance like clouds, let him come. My sword is ready.
There is nothing improper in your saying that the Chdhaméina king will give
me a country. I have here tied the knot of the omen. Itis good that his

e
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foot has got a golden chain with the images of feudatory princes tied to it, but
it pains me that his foot bore fetters in the prison of the Yadava king. You say
that Sankha removed the pride of the army of the Y4davas on the bank of the
Nurbad4, but you do not tell me about his imprisonment. It is only an illusion
that the Kshatriyas know'the secret of fighting and not the Banias. Did not
Ambada, though a Bania, kill Mallikdrjuna, king of Konkana in thebattle ? I
am a Bania well-renowned in the battle-field shop. I take the commodities in
the form of heads of enemies by the,sword-scales and give the price in the form
of heaven, If he be the same great son of Sindhur4ja, let him come here at once,
and select for battle any place he likes.””! Vastupéla made his army ready and a
battle ensued between both the armies. Vastupala's warriors cu. oft Sankha’s
army on the precints of the field, and killed his warriors. Sankha himself with
equally powerful brothers proceeded to overcome the minister. A fierce battle
took place in which nine warriors of Vastupila were killed with the brothers
of Sankha. Now Bhfinapala of the Gula race, taking a vow to kill @ankha,
proceeded towards him. He killed many yarriors taking them to be Sankha.
At last be could approach Sankha against whom he darted his spear, which
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was, however, cut into “pieces by éankha. Bhﬂnapﬂa was at last killed by
Sankha. Vastupala now came forth with a greater army. Sankha, seeing this
fresh force of the enemy and his diminished army, fled away to Broach.

The historical merits of the poem —It is a pity that Sanskrita histori-
cal poems contain much irrelavént conventional desdriptive matter and little
of the real history of the hero whom they are glorifying. This apphes to the
present poem too. As it is a work written by a contemporary writer after the
death of the minister, one would naturally gxpect therein' the history of his
later career. But the author has remained silent about it. In fact, excepting
the last canto about Vastupéla’s death, the poem furnishes no more informa-
tion than that contained in its two other predccessors. The last canto is,
however, of great historical importance, as it makes incorrect the current
.statements about the place and the date of Vastupala’s death. The Prabandha-
chintdmani has not touched the later partof Vastupila’s career. The Cha-
turvim§atiprabandha and the Vastupélacharitra are the only works that tell us
about it. They put the date of Vas{u’oﬁla’s death in Samvat 1298 and theplace
as Ankeviliyd. But these prove inc ect in the light of the statement of the
present work. The story of the overtarow of Vastupéla’s ministerial power
also seems to be incorrect. It is not possible that Visaladeva, who got the
throne if Samvat 1295, simply through Vastupila’s favour, and whose king-
dom was firmly established by him should have wrested the ministerial seal
from Tejahpéla and given it to Nigada. Wisaladeva could not have done this,
even if he had thodkht so, as his position could not have been firm and secure
in the short period of one year, and the m1n1sters were so powerful and firmly
established. In an inscription on Mt. Abu dated 1296 (Vaigédkha Sudi 3)
TejahpAla is called Mahdmitya. The change in the ministry, I suppose, was
effected after the death of Tejahp4ia, which took place according to Jinaharsha
ten years after that of Vastupla. In the colophon of a palm-leaf ms. dated
Samvat 1303 Tejahpila is called a MahdmAtya in power at Anahillapura.

Who was Sankha?—It is necessary to clear the confusion created vy
the editors and translators of the works on Vastupéla about Sankha alias Sang-
rdmasinha. He was son of Sindhurija, brother of Sinha, the Ch4hamana king
of Latadesa. Sankha wasa great warrior and he had replused an attack of the
army of the Y4dava king, Sinhana, on the banks of the Nurbudda, He was
once taken prisoner by the Yddava king, but when he was brought before him,
his personality induced Sinhaga to release him, It is said in the present poem
that images of twelve feudatory princes were tied to his left foot with a

(1) Mr.T. M.Tripathi, B.A. informs that he has found the following dates of the deaths
of the two brothers in an old leaf of a paper ms. He 3]E AEe FEIA X T |

%o g3o¥ Ao INA RF WA | Thus Tejahphla’s death may be put eight years
after that of Vastupéla.



golden chain. Cambay was formerly in the possession of the king of Lata, but it
was wrested from him by Viradhavala. Taking advantage of the critical position
created by the invasion of Sinhapa and the rebellion of the MArwar kings, he
attacl g Cambay but was defeated by Vastupila, For further information the
reader 1s referred to the netes on the Hammiramadamardana in this Series,

Literature about Vastupila—Literature about Vastupila-both contem-
porary and later-is very copious. His magnetic personality, his all-powerful-
ness at the court of Dholka, h's mgguificent works of piety and public utility*
and his highly liberal patronac~e of poets all combined to attract his contem-
porary -uthors to sing his praise. Someévara, the family priest of the Chau-
lukya kings, not ~u.vy wrote t'.e Kirtikaumudi (The Moon-Light of Fame),
but also in the flst canto of his poem Surathotsava glorified Vastupila and
affixed a verse at 1a of each of the acts of his drama Ulligha Raghava .
in his praise. Arisinha :xtolled in "is Sukritasankirtana the pious deeds
o7 iae minister. Jayu.inha Siri dramatized in his Hammiramadamardana the
critical position of Gu;arat created by the ipvasion of Sinhapa, the Yédava
king, and the attack of Sankha of Broach to recover the port of Cambay, when
Viradhavala with Tejahpila was engagea m putting down the kings of MArwar
and repulsing an attack of the Mahomedans; and especially the bravery and the
statesmanshxp of Vastup4la by which all the enemies were discomfitured. Jaya-
sinha $ari als, composed a panegyric on the minister, Acharya Udayaprabha,
the religious preceptor of the minister, composed onthe occasion of Vastupila’s
pilgrimage Dharmibhyudaya, a Mahdk4vya in sixteen cantos. The first and the
last cantos contain particulars about the pilgrimayc. There is also by this author
a panegyric of the minister, Sukritakirtikallollni. All these works were compos-
ed before Samvat 1286 when the minister was in the zenith of his power and
glory. It is to be regretted that no contemporary work is to be found describing
his remaining career. The Vasantavildsa, though written by a contemporary
writer, does not in the least enlighten us on his later carecer. The later works
Prabandhachintdmani and Chaturvinéatiprabandha (see Appendix I) contain
prabandhas which give full details about the whole career of the minister.

Jinaharsha's ‘Vastupilacharitra’ is a very extensive work on the
minister’s whole career, which though following the Kirtikaumudi and the
Chaturvingatiprabandha contains very useful and new matterials.

Comparision of the contents of the three Mahakavyas—
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It will be seen from this that the present work is the longest of the three,
as it consists of fourteen cantos with the granthasankhyd of 1516 Anushtubh
verses, while the other two have nine cantos with about eight hundred verses
and eleven cantos with nine hundred and seventy-six verses respectively.

Inscriptions and colophons connected with the career of the
ministers—Vastupila seems to ha%e been very careful about the inscriptions of
the temples etc. erected by him. The Masgupilacharitra of Jinaharsha mentions
a very large numberof the works of these two brothers. No trace is left of
many of these, but those which have survived the hand of time have got long
inscriptions and pragastis which are historically of great importance, as they
containnot onlyan account of themselves and their family, but also of the kings
in whose territories the temples were erefted. Below will be found the main
inscriptions colophons etc. arranged chronologically: —

One inscription in Vimalavasati on Mt. Abu in the niche of Mallinatha,
built for the religious ment of Malladeva, dated Samvat 1278, Filguna Vadi
11, Guru.

Two insctiptions on Mt. Taranga Samvat 1285.1

Two inscriptions in the temple of Mt. Abu dated Samvat 1287 (Féalgun-
Vadi 3, Ravi).

Three brakon inscriptions on broken images im Serisd, a village near
Kalol. One of these seems to be dated 1285 (87?)

Six inscriptions of temples on Mt, Girnar dated 1288 (Falguna Sudi 10,
Budha).

Colophon of the reign of Lavagaprasida, dated Samvat 1288.

A treaty between Lavanaprasida and Sinhana, dated 1288.

(1) afe sifermdaa e (¥ 1) a8 sAmlk 2 @ v stk
AT AEFATEg So  dfideTed 3o sfidanai™ 3o sdtmaga se sfremam-
A To  FARAFIIEIT o sfiglir wgo sitareRaNEINT 7§ simaaaamay
ageiaEgTRa anea: JEgad €E sharerRedd sfterfuaaiiiaye shemfaraafy-
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bhafijana Mahadeva, in Nagax&,. a vmag near Cambay datgd 1292 IR
Inscription on Mt. GxtnarrecordmgVastnpala s pilgri kgep, dated 1293 L
Colophon of Visaladéva’s reign, dated 1295.2 @
Inscription on Mt. Abu mentioning the name of Te]ahpala as hxgh
minister, dated 1296.8
Colophon of Viramdeva's reigl, dated 1296 4
One inscription on Mt. Girnar, dated Samvat 1289 (Asvma vad1 15 ySoma).
Several inscriptions in the Devakulikis in the temple on Mt. Abu, dated
Samvat 1288, 1290 and 1293.
One broken inscription in the temple of Achalefvara on Mt. Abu.
T'wo inscriptions of Tejahpéla in Devakulikis erected in the temple of Mt.
Abu for the religious merit of Tejahpila’s second wife Suhadddevi, dated 1297.
Colophon mentioning Lfnasinha’s governorship of Broach dated 1298.5
Colophon mentioning Tejahpila as hifh minister in power at Anahilla-
pura, dated 1303.6 .« o

(1) §o gye af Gmufy@Efiy sosfteonamm aW wge siagien shfmerd
W T AT FAT | Fo Ko TN AT G CIEH AT FAT | Fo wo IT @F WA AT
AIRARGE Qo T Fo 22 A Fo QR A Fo 4} T AR taAzEA A FA | ofter-
Y A GHaWIr a7 W A Yo ¢} A o <Y o ¢4 Ho ¢& o 9 Ho ¢ Ho
¢ | N i@ A A& LAk mafianma g atefy

Watson Museum, Rajkot

(2) g 23 % WA @Y 22 W s agrEed AT ety
aﬁgmf‘wﬁmﬁﬁmﬁanﬁrﬁ etc. from the colophon of the palm leaf ms. of
Yogadistra, Ms. no. 37 of Sanghavi's Bhandar at Pattan,

(3) wfiw do n%& T dww gfy 3 sheseadiy agarassaea wilka

A AATEEHE

(4) daq 2r%% eﬁ e gfr 3 gl erde nalqahwganqmmmsﬁﬁ‘m%aﬁ

EEHE na&nﬁ EHELEEBIOE TETGEENE R LI EUR (SR i
Colophon of the palm-leaf no. 282 In the Jaisalmere Bhandar

(5) @ 18¢ T APaER R0 W wdr yOFD mgRowshdteRy

siitemegange shzmdenifriagenfaa anarvfaﬁﬁwria ‘Fd QaATHAS ﬁ!@rﬁm |
Ms. no. 84 of Sanghavi’s Bhandar.

(6)damezey af arlfx 2 IV oy siwamfeed agusiussifae-
SRR AgATEHLaEaRTR W) siiingea4 fefaafufy | Colophon of the palm
leaf-ms. no. 65 in the Bhandar of the T'emple of Santindth at Cambay. Peter-
son’s First Report, Appendix I p. 41. ’




xii o
Colophons mentioning NAgada as high minister, dated Samvat 1310
and 1313.1
From these we get the following Samvat dates:—
1249 and 50—Pilgrimages of Vastupila to Mt Girnar and Satruiijaya
with his father.
1276—The appomtment of Vastupila and Te]ahpala as ministers of
Viradhavala.
. 1277—Vastupila’s great pilrimage to Mts. éatruﬂjaya and Girnar as
SangahAdhipati.
1278——Bu11d1ng of a niche of Mallindtha in the Vimalavasati on
Mt. Abu.
1279—Appointment of Jayantasinha, Vastupila's som, as governor of
Cambay.? '
1283~93—Eleven pilgrimages to Mt. éatruﬁjaya.
1285—Construction of two niches in the temple of Ajitanitha on Mt.
Tarangi.
1386(8)—Building of nlches of Nemmﬁtha and Mah4vira at Serisi.
(¢f. Jinaharsha’s Vastupélachantra VIII ¢f. 653.)
1286—Beginning of the work of building the temple on Mt. Abu
1287—Iustallation ceremony of images in the temple on Mt. Abu.
1288—Installation of images in temples on Mt. Girnar.
1289—Building of Poshadhagala at Cambay.
1289-1293—Building of some Devakuhkﬁs on Mt. Abu.
1292—Completion of the temple on Mt. Abu.3
1292-—Installation of two images of Ratnidevi in the temple of the
Sun in Nagari.
1295—Visaladeva reiging.
1296—M4gha sudi Panchmi, Soma, Death of Vastupila.

(l) §aq 2320 W Anle Py gfvtara swdy AgmismbrfaArTEmTIRa 5
msﬁmmqﬁm:agaqﬁwﬂ‘t T TS SR SRR e

ﬁaﬁaﬂi‘a |
Colophon of the palm-leaf ms. no. 282 in the Jaisalmere Bhandar. This is
the earliest mention of NAgada as high minister.

gaq 2323 @ A9 gk o W wguAbmaddazali sl afgs-
ARG ARG, TRAITAIGHFS qaqa - -waqgdt gRaw feafar )

Colophon of the palm-leaf ms. no. 40, of Sanghvi’s Bhandar.

(2) It is surprising to find that the phrase 33w} g\a} has not been cot-

rectly understood by both Western and Indian scholars. It means $3e% -
qﬁ{_-begmmg with the year 1279.
(8) Td WEREfamEER JHRA AR, |
wequiat R Ao & gaieh wfadt asevEgaydn |

Upadesasaptati.
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1296—Tejahpéla as high minister.

1296—Viramadeva reigning,

1297—Construction of two Devakuliks on Mt. Abt by Tejahpila.
1298—Governorship of Linasinha at Broach.

1303—Te]hapa1a ashigh minister at the capxtal

1304'(?)—Death of Tejahpila.

1310 & 1313—Earliest mention of Nigada as high minister.

The date of the battle with Sankha cannot be fixed with certainty, but I -
think it occurred before the appointment of Vastupila’s son Jayantasinha as
the governor of Cambay in 1279.

Vastupila’s early career. Vastupila was born of a high family of
Pattan. His forefathers held high positions of councillors of the kings of
Gujarit, His great grand-father Chandapa is described asthe sun of the
assembly of councillors and of fiery splendour.? His son Chandaprasida was
never without the ministerial seal. He had two sons—SQra and Soma.3 Soma
was the keeper of the jewels of Siddhar4ja.* 4 His son Asvarija also held some
position in the State and had the favour of the Chaulukya King. He married
KumAradevi, daughter of Abhu, who held the high position of Dandapati.4
The story about Kumiradevi’s being a widow is mentioned in none of the
Sanskrita works noted above and hence deserves no credit whatsoever.
Asvarfija sank wells, tanks and erected temples. With his mother he made seven

(1) srarzsfes: e wfac svey: ezETETRafs: |
e e IssaRey: afaaada: |

Naranaréyanaganda XVI-3 .
AfeEBHIAvE HET: SH; A, |
Kirtikaumudi III-—4
(2) wxifu=fy @ @<h: afbrasreie |
=T FqFarS TTAIRGEAT |
Ibid I1I-9
(8) ¥t QUM T Fra: A |
% offeish Rt AR |
Ibid III-14
(4) TR TR SRRSO SRS |
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pilgrimages to Mts. Satrunjaya and Gimar.! Two of his pilgrimages are
recorded in Girnar inscription and there he is called Sanghapati. The Vas-.
tupdlacharitra of Jinaharsha further mentions that Aévarfja went to Sunh4-
lakapura, which was given to him by the Chaulukya king. It would thus
mean that Asvardja was appointed as an officet of Sunhalaka. After his
death his wife shifted to Mandali with his children. Asvaréja had four sons,
LAniga, Malladeva, Vastupéla . (Vastiga), Tejahpila (Tejiga) and seven
« daughters. Liiniga died ininfancy and Malladeva also seems to have died
young. After the death of Kumiradevi, the three brothers left Magdali and
went on a pilgrimage. On their return, they came to Dholka. The Kirti-
kaumudi, the Vasantavildsa and the Prabandhachint4magni mention that
the two brothers had gone to Dholka and Viradhavala himself made the ap-
pointment. The Sukritasankirtana, the Vastupalapragasti and the Sukrita-
kirtikallolini on the other hand inform us that the two brothers were already
in the service of Bhima and that he had given them to Viradhavala at his
request.? Vastupéla’s own stafement that he accepted the dependence of

(1) 8 STEaT@aSERRITSAR A | K8 |
FAFFITHR A afRETdt s |
SO FIEAATTE QaEaRE) ahtEEEaat | &o ||

Vasantavildsa 1II

sad afFaofaiEreaTrat |
FIAT FARRE a8 Ffeafamrad |
Kirtikaumudi I11-22
(2) sgw sifaquia shdficaaem & | sttt &=t Remmafaem: | w2 |
Jayasimha Sqri’s VastupAlapragasti
0 RERRIE e 70 | ZREISE & SRaEe qger gt |

Sukritasankirtana IV-22

amilaagt FereTTEEEE Jov soEEEE FaaT @ Pesiegai |

, ) Tbid 33
afket #fey A Fai ge¥w | gweafaamng |
fafrea | aom Qeonfawnfia wafy fsme | 1ee |l
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Sukritakirtikallolini.
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Sukritasankirtana IV



. xv

Bhima'’s minister supports the latter view.! | ‘

The position of Vastupila at the court of Dholka. King Bhima was
very weak and profligate, and unable to protect his kingdom from the
depredations of his feudatories and foreign enemies. He therfore made
Lavanapgasida, the son'of Arnorfja, son of Kum§rapéla’s maternal aunt, his
Sarave$vara (vice-regent) to regain the lost splendour of the kingdom of
Gujarat, Though thus Bhima was the king in .name and Lavanaprasida
and his son the real rulers of Gujarat, the father and the son were faithful to
the throne of Anahillapura and did neither usurp the throne nor style them-
selves as Mah4rajddhirdjas, but they remained content with their title of
Mahdmandalesvara.? Lavanyaprasida seems to have remained at the court and
was all-powerful there, as is clear from the various grants, which he made to be

issued for the maintenance of the temples etc. built for the religious merit of
his mother, while Viradhavala freely ruled at Dholka. The position of the
two ministers was quite unique. They had the full confidence of Viradhavala,
who turned deaf ears to the malicious back-biting of slanderers. Vastupila
had the administration of the whole kinglom in'his hand8, while Tejahpila
had the ministerial seal of the wholg Séate* and Jaitrasimha, son of Vastupaila,
held the governorship of Cambay. This power and confidence were not
ill-placed. The contribution of thesz two brothers, who were valiant warriors
and who possessed statesmanship of a very high order, to the expansion of the
kingdom and power of Viradhavala was very great. It was a great fortune of
the Vighelas that they got two sych able statesmen to lay the foundation of
their kingdom which, however, came to a very eatly end, mainly on account
of narrow-minded selfish ministers devoid of the love of the motherland.

(1) rESHERgTE Rl TR R |
A qeRERASTRA TR a1 )
Narandriyaninanda XVI-35
(2) SRR ¢ ARk SR WY qurmsheErmERRasy Tk oGS -

gt sfhmirasafiiem gerwRiasara asuaargias fEReafy |
Colophon of a palm leaf ms. of grsmeigarem preserved in the Sangha’s

Bhandira at Pattan,
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Vastupdla has called him Mah4r4jadhirdja in the Gimar inscriptions (1288)
and simply Mah4rdnaka in the Mt. Abu inscription (1287).
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~ The public works of the ministers. It has been said in the present
work, Mt. Girnar and Abu prafastis and the Narandrfyandnanda that the
aumber of public places—temples;. rest-houses, wells, tanks etc. erected and
stunk by the two ministers wa§ innumerable.! It is said in the Tittlfakalpa that
their public works extendgd to §rt Saila in the soutl, Prabhdsa in the west,
Keddra in the north dnd Benares in the east, This does not seem to be untrue,
when their enthusiasm and influence are considered. Mts. éatruﬁjaya, Gimar
ahd Abu were, however, marked out by them for spending their immense wealth.
Here they built magnificent temples vying with the Viménas of gods. They
spent eighteen crores and ninety lacs on Mt. Satruijaya, twelve crores and
eighty lacs on Mt, Girnar and twelve crores and fifty-three lacs on Mt. Abu,
It is said that they spent in all three hundred crores and fourteen lacs in public
works. Some details of these works will be found in the Notes.
The Ms. Material —The present edition of the Vasantavillisa is based on
a single ms. of the work hitherto known to exist. The ms. is dated Samvat
14859 (1429 A.D.). It consists of 24 leaves with numerical signs on the
left and letters on the right to shdw the pagination. It appears that it was
copied from a palm-leaf ms., like many ethqr old mss. of the Vadi PAr§vanitha’s
Bhandar at Pattan, The leaves of the ms. were so brittle that it was difficult to
handle them without pasting them with transparent paper and a part of the
upper edges was so much damaged that it turned to pieces even at a touch.
‘The letters were faint and much confusing, as the copyist had transcribed it
from a palm-leaf ms. The ms. was very ipcorrect and in some places words
and phrases were wanting. The lacuna of six verses after the end of the
ninth canto shows that one leaf was missing in the original palm-leaf ms,
The task of editing was, therefore, very difficult. The following few examples
will suffice to make this clear.

s s e ETERE | VI-50
gt FUIRRTER TR ARGt | VI-62

A = 4y AlgEAt Vi-6o

fufed gorelt saiifRg &t aok ageai | VII-29

The edition of the present work from such quite defective material would
not have been undertaken at all, but for the inducement to bring to light a
historical work. Our thanks are due to Sheth Vadilal Hirachand, the keeper
of the Bhandar of V4di P4ragvanitha’s temple at Pattan for kindly lending us
the ms., though it was in a much-damaged condition,
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4
NOTES.

P. 4. 1. 8 #YTH—is the modern town of Modhera in Kadi District.
The account of the author’s Zge4 given in the following verses is not to be
found in any other work of the author.

P.4.1.30. &R¥Z was the Guru of Balachan¥ra. The lineage of Béla-
chandra is given at lengfh in his commentary on the Upadesa Kandali of
Asada. In the Chandra Gacchha, there flourished Pradyumna Siri who #dmi-
nistered religious advice to the” king of Talavitaka. Chandraprabha Stri
who succeeded him composed a morning hymn to Jina. After him, came
Dhanedvara who got the mantra from his deceased Guru and instructed the
goddess of Samayt Town. He had four pupils Virabhadra, Devasiri, Deva-
bhadra and Devendra Siri like the four hands of Sarasvati, The last
Devendra Siri who stayed in Mandaii Town which abounded in Jain temples
performed the installation ceremonies of the temple of Lord Mah4vira at
Mandali, He with his own hand mad® Bhadre$vara Sari of imperishable
fame his successor. Abhayadeva Styi who vanquished disputants succeeded
him, It was after drinking the nectar of his religious instructions that Asada
composed his Vivekamanjari and Upadesa Kandali, His pupil Haribhad:a
Sari was well versed in six schools of philosophy and literature.
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